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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 8003 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UN, CY 

SUBJECT: CYPRUS INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS 
REF: NICOSIA 2206 (NOTAL) 

1 . IN A RECENT CONVERSATION, THE MFA WORKING-LEVEL OFFICIAL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CYPRUS AFFAIRS STATED TO AN EMBOFF THAT 
THE GREEKS NOW EXPECTED AN INTERLUDE OF INDETERMINATE 
DURATION BEFORE ANY NEW MOVEMENT COULD BE EXPECTED ON 
RECONVENING THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS. AS REPORTED IN 
REFTEL, THE MFA OFFICIAL POINTED TO THE RELUCTANCE OF 
UNSYG WALDHEIM TO CONVOKE BOTH SIDES TO A MEETING IN THE 
ABSENCE OF ANY PROSPECTS FOR PROGRESS, ESPECIALLY WITH 
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YEAR. THE GREEK OFFICIAL ALSO NOTED THAT THE COLOMBO 
NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE (NAC) WOULD OCCUPY MUCH OF 
AUGUST AND THE EXPECTED DEBATE ON THE CYPRUS 
QUESTION AT THE UNGA AND THE USUALLY FROSTY AFTERMATH 
WOULD IMPEDE A CONDUCIVE ATMOSPHERE FOR THE INTER 
COMMUNAL TALKS IN THE SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER TIME FRAME. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, OUR MFA SOURCE SPOKE OF THE HOPE THAT 
THE NICOSIA HUMANITARIAN DISCUSSIONS MIGHT RESUME 
AGAIN IN THE "NEAR FUTURE". 

2. SPEAKING ABOUT THE NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE, THE MFA 
OFFICIAL EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT MAKARIOS WAS STILL 
A VERY POPULAR FIGURE IN THE THIRD WORLD. HOWEVER, 

HE CONTINUED, THE GREEK CYPRIOT LEADER WOULD PROBABLY 
NOT MEET WITH THE SAME SUCCESS ON THE CYPRUS QUESTION 
HE ENJOYED AT THE NAC MEETING IN LIMA LAST YEAR. THE 
ISLAMIC CONFERENCE IN ISTANBUL EARLIER THIS YEAR HAD 
WORKED IN TURKEY'S FAVOR, AT LEAST IN THE SHORT RUN, 

HE CONCEDED, AND IT WAS NO LONGER AS ISOLATED IN THE 
WORLD COMMUNITY AS IT ONCE HAD BEEN. THE GREEK 
OFFICIAL SAID THAT TURKEY MIGHT EVEN FARE BETTER THIS 
YEAR AT THE UNGA ON THE VOTING OF THE CYPRUS 
QUESTION COMPARED TO LAST YEAR, BUT HASTENED TO ADD 
HIS OWN ESTIMATE THAT THE OUTCOME WOULD, NEVERTHELESS, 
BE OVERWHELMINGLY IN FAVOR OF THE GREEK CYPRIOT 
SIDE. 

3. TURNING TO THE SUBJECT OF A POSSIBLE UNILATERAL 
DECLARATION OF TFSC INDEPENDENCE BY TURKISH CYPRIOT 
PRESIDENT DENKTASH, THE MFA OFFICIAL ADMITTED THE 
POSSIBILITY WAS A GENUINE ONE. UNFORTUNATELY DENKTASH 
USUALLY CARRIES OUT HIS THREATS, HE SAID. ALTHOUGH 
ANKARA WAS AGAINST IT, HE CONTINUED, THERE WERE 
RUMORS DENKTASH MIGHT USE THE OCCASION OF 

TURKISH NATIONAL DAY, OCTOBER 29, TO PROCLAIM UDI. 

SHOULD IT HAPPEN, GREECE HAS RECEIVED INFORMATION 
THAT SOME 18-20 NATIONS, MOSTLY MUSLIM COUNTRIES, 

WOULD BE PREPARED TO ACCORD QUICK RECOGNITION TO 
THE NEW STATE. 

KUBISCH 
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